
 Kirksville’s Pseudoephedrine 
Ordinance and its Deterrent Impact 

on Methamphetamine 
Manufacturing in Adair County   

Ryan Pierce

Faculty Advisor:

Dr. Arlen Egley, Jr.

Dept of Justice Systems



Method
● Data was obtained from three primary sources:

○ The Missouri State Highway Patrol’s website.

○ Multiple oral interviews with members of Adair County law enforcement.

○ Access to non-public data, provided by the Adair County Sheriff’s and 

Prosecuting Attorney’s office.

● Microsoft Excel was used to create all charts and graphs shown. 



Background Information
● The need for a stronger pseudoephedrine ordinance in Kirksville 

manifested from multiple factors:  

○ Kirksville previously had an ordinance that stated that every single purchase 

of pseudoephedrine was signed into a database, but it became impossible to 

track.

○ According to data provided by Sheriff Hardwick, as presented in the next 

slide, 1,200 to 1,500 of boxes of  pseudoephedrine were being purchased 

every month.

○ This equals approximately 1 box per resident of Kirksville per year.  



Background Information



Labs leave behind dangerous waste 
  Methamphetamine Labs’ Negative Impact on Adair County 



Individuals who are involved with drugs were often committing additional crimes.
Methamphetamine Labs’ Negative Impact on Adair County 



Law Enforcement Struggles to Keep up 
• At this point, in 2013, the Sheriff was getting alerts sent to his phone 

any time suspected methamphetamine dealers purchased 

pseudoephedrine. 

• Despite assistance from outside law enforcement and additional 

funding (next slide), law enforcement in Adair County didn’t have the 

numbers to quell methamphetamine production.



Additional Funding to Fight Drugs

Adair County Drug Coalition Totals (2012)

Total Money $ 15,200

Total Money Spent $ 15,170

Total Money Left $ 30.00



According to data provided by the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, 

methamphetamine lab seizures* in 
Adair County spiked in 2013.

Methamphetamine Seizures Spike in 2013

*The statistics reflected on the following reports have been extracted from methamphetamine laboratory seizure incidents entered into the 
National Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System. Seizures entered into the system are classified in one of three ways: Operational 
Laboratories, Chemical/Equipment/Glassware seizures, and Dumpsites. Data reflected in map format are cumulative totals of the three 
types of seizure classifications occurring in each separate county (MSHP, 2016)



Implementing the Pseudoephedrine Ordinance 
• In 2013, multiple members of the criminal justice system, including the 

Adair County Sheriff, the prosecuting attorney and the police chief of 

Kirksville called for an ordinance requiring a prescription for 

pseudoephedrine.

• Sheriff Robert Hardwick played a major role in generating public support 

for the ordinance and combating drug company lobbyists who were against 

the ordinance.



Photos of the Outreach Campaign to Gain Public Support





Passage of the Ordinance 
• The ordinance to require a prescription for pseudoephedrine was 

passed on February 3, 2014. 

• Data and interviews with law enforcement, suggest that the 

ordinance has had a deterrent effect on methamphetamine 

production in Adair County. 



A clear drop in seizures can be noted.
Methamphetamine Lab Seizures in Adair County 



Methamphetamine Lab Seizures in Missouri, Adair County, 
and the Surrounding Counties

According to MSHP data, Methamphetamine production does not appear to have 
been displaced to surrounding counties (MSHP, 2016). 



A class D felony for paraphernalia  is the use of any drug paraphernalia to grow or manufacture any 
illegal substance (Data received from the Adair County Prosecuting Attorney). 

 Decline in Class D Felony Paraphernalia Prosecutions



Increased Focus on Methamphetamine/Drug Dealers
• Both Sheriff Hardwick and Prosecuting Attorney Matt Wilson believe that 

decreased methamphetamine production will give them more time to focus 

on drug dealers. 

• It frees up resources that allows law enforcement to run more in-depth 

drug investigations. 

• This culminated with 24 people being arrested for drug charges, which 

included methamphetamine,  after an 18 month investigation, two weeks 

ago (Hunsicker, 2017). 



Follow up Research Questions
▪ What problems has methamphetamine being imported in from 

other areas caused?

▪ Does Adair’s County's relative isolation play a role in the 

effectiveness of the pseudoephedrine ordinance?

▪  Should Adair County now take a more health related approach in 

addressing its drug problem?
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